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a * proper whipping ' meant that you fetched the
rod, kissed it, and then, before the school, were
stripped, * mounted * on another girl's back and
beaten till the blood came. Hetty Worcester
gave an admirably detailed description of it.
Judith knew well that before she suffered that
ignominy there would be a murder done* Not
that Hetty thought much of it, for in her home
everyone was whipped, the maids and the grooms,
the dairy girls and even the tutor. Nevertheless,
Judith knew that a week in Miss Macdonald's
Academy and she would be a vagrant loose
upon the world, and for that she was not yet
ready.

While her fate hung thus in the balance the
relations between Sarah and Judith developed un-
comfortably. Judith bore her sister-in-law no
grudge, she knew herself to be a difficult ill-
disciplined child, but the difference between their
ages was so great and their characters were so
ill-suited that, as Judith grew, trouble was bound
to come.

Sarah in her heart cared for nothing at the last
resort but David. She loved her children, but
David was her adoration* She could not endure
to see him vexed, even for a moment, and now she
realised that Judith was constantly vexing him.
He understood her as little as did Sarah. He
was too kindly-natured to exercise his authority
sufficiently, Judith was for ever escaping him.
After all she was not his child, but his half-sister.
There were many times when she seemed to him
her mother come alive again.